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and the ground around them has since been removed by
weathering. There are a number of mineral springs, and
numerous lakes formed by the damming of streams by lava
flows, and completely surrounded by high mountains and
plateaux. The plateaux are frequently dissected by deep

FIG. 50.  THE CAUCASUS: RELIEF
ravines, the slopes of which are often covered with red-brown
lava and volcanic ash.
Transcaucasia falls into four main physical regions: (i) the
Black Sea coast and the Rion valley; (2) the eastern valleys
of the Kura and the Arax and some of their tributaries;
(3) the Lenkoran Lowland; (4) the mountains and plateaux
of Armenia.
The Black Sea coast south of Tuapse (known as "Khol-
khiz") and the Rion valley are favoured by mild, usually
frostless winters and hot, damp summers. The soils are
predominantly of the red laterite type, and precipitation
is abundant. Hence the vegetation, sub-tropical in character,
is both profuse and varied (see Chapter IV), and includes